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Burroughs Audubon promotes the appreciation of
birds, enjoyment of nature, natural history,
education & conservation of habitat.
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WingBeat is a publication of the Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater Kansas City, a non-profit membership organization in
the Kansas City area whose members share an interest in birding and preserving our natural heritage for future generations.
Its members promote this interest through a variety of activities that are open to the public. Your participation makes
Burroughs Audubon an effective, dynamic voice and center for birding and conservation in the Kansas City region.

General Meetings
Winter 2009 to 2010
December 3, 2009
Burroughs Audubon Holiday Potluck Party
We will be recapping our year as a Chapter of the National
Audubon Society, viewing bird slides from our Members,
and giving away some great door prizes. Members will also
have an opportunity to see a special table filled with some of
the many items available for purchase from the Burroughs
Library and Nature Center’s Gift Shop. Please bring a side
dish or dessert. Drinks, entrée, and tableware will be
provided.

General Meetings
1st Thursday of each month
September through June (except in April)
6:30 PM ~ Coffee and Conversation
7:00 PM ~ Meeting and Special Events
Anita B. Gorman Discovery Center
4750 Troost Avenue ~ Kansas City, Missouri

January 7, 2010
The Life and Times of Bobwhites
in Missouri
Audubon’s 2008 State of the Birds Report showed quail to
be one of our most threatened grassland species. Elsa
Gallagher, Regional Wildlife Biologist with Quails Forever,
will share her insights on the natural history of Bobwhites,
their habitat requirements and the restoration of suitable
habitat in Missouri, and recent population trends.

BurroughsAnnounce

BurroughsAnnounce is a group email list for timely
announcements and information between your WingBeat
newsletters. To receive email notices of postings to this
February 3, 2010
website (including field trips and events), send an email with
the word “subscribe” in the subject line to the email below,
Birds of New Guinea with Jack Revare
and you will receive an email with instructions.
A fellow Burroughs Audubon Member, Jack will lead us on a
It’s easy to use and user friendly!
memorable journey through this tropical paradise that is full
BurroughsAnnounce-owner@yahoogroups.com
of birds. If attendance supports it, program will be in the
Auditorium.

BOARD MEETINGS
3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM

OFFICERS
Elizabeth Stoakes, President
Lees Summit, MO ~ (816) 554-1956
lizkvet@yahoo.com
Paul Habiger, Vice President
Kansas City, MO ~ (816) 942-3431
paulfhmailbox41-birds@yahoo.com
Lori Lind, Treasurer
Excelsior Springs, Mo ~ (816) 630-3556
lalind25@hotmail.com
Christine Kline, Secretary
Pleasant Hill, Mo ~ (816) 540-3515
birdsecretary@comcast.net

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Nic Allen tendingthegarden@sbcglobal.net
Michael O’Keefe mokeefe@ucmo.edu
Shari Harden kestrel277@comcast.net
Karen Smith krnds@aol.com
Sherry Leonardo home172@aol.com
Heidi Retherford purplemoose@swbell.net
Joe Alburty joe.alburty@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Audubon Adventures, Education
Jan & Lyle Alderson (co-chairs)
standupscience@sbcglobal.net
Library
Karen Smith
krnds@aol.com
Fundraising, Events
Christine Kline
birdsecretary@comcast.net
IBA (Important Bird Areas)
Paul Habiger
paulfhmailbox41-birds@yahoo.com
Conservation
Jill DeWitt
listens2prairies@gmail.com
International Conservation
Heidi Retherford & Hilda Tingey (co-chairs)
purplemoose@swbell.net (Heidi)
hmtingey@yahoo.com (Hilda)

The Art of Giving
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“For it is in giving that we receive.” The act of giving yields true benefits. When you
give to Burroughs Audubon, your donation benefits the people, creatures, and
environments important to you. Your generosity enables Burroughs Audubon to support
graduate studies in ornithology, promote restoration of critical habitat, maintain our local
sanctuaries, and provide funding for Audubon Adventures in metro classrooms. Burroughs
also offers bird walks, field trips, guest speakers and educational programs that are free to
everyone. Donations help to support ongoing projects locally, an hour away at Squaw
Creek (our adopted National Wildlife Refuge) and even as far away as Central America,
where neotropical migrants face devastating habitat loss on their over wintering grounds.
You, the giver, benefit by knowing habitats are protected, children are learning to be good
stewards of the Earth, and everyone is enjoying the birds in our woods, prairies, and
wetlands.
You can donate to Burroughs Audubon by joining the National Audubon Society or with a
direct donation to Burroughs Audubon, your Greater Kansas Chapter of the National
Audubon Society. You can become an Audubon Advocate who pledges a monthly gift, or
honor a loved one with a Living Tribute or a Memorial. Your generosity will be felt close
to home and half a world away.
Donations are fully tax deductible.
Burroughs Audubon Society is a 501(c)(3) organization.

Burroughs Audubon Society
7300 West Park Road – Blue Springs, MO 64015
For Stock Gifts or Workplace Giving visit www.audubon.org and click on “Give now.”

Give by Becoming a Member of the National Audubon Society
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Email Address ______________________________ May we contact you by email? F Yes F No
Name __________________________________________________________________________
Street Address ___________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State______ Zip Code _______ Country__________

USA: 1 Yr $20  Canada: 1 Yr $45 International: 1 Yr $50  Change of Address
Make checks payable to: National Audubon Society
Please Memo: Burroughs Audubon Society C9ZN020Z
Mail to: National Audubon Society ~ P.O. Box 422250 ~ Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250
Questions? Call (816) 540-3515

Moving? Enter new address, check “Change of Address,” and mail.
Your membership to Audubon is deductible except for
the $15 fair market value of Audubon Magazine

COORDINATORS
Field Trips
Pat St. John & Sherry Leonardo (co-chairs)
pstjohn@kumc.edu (Pat)
home172@aol.com (Sherry)
Historians
Dick Dawson, Shari Harden
dick_yodar_dawson@hotmail.com (Dick)
kestrel277@comcast.net (Shari)
Programs
(A Coordinator for 2010 is needed.)
Awards
Pat St. John pstjohn@kumc.edu
Chapter Membership, Database
Christine Kline birdsecretary@comcast.net
Webmaster, BurroughsAnnounce
Mike Stoakes mstoakes@juno.com
Publicity, Press Releases
Michael O’Keefe mokeefe@ucmo.edu

Give by making a donation to Burroughs Audubon Society
Email Address ______________________________ May we contact you by email?

Yes  No

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Street Address ___________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State______ Zip Code _______ Country__________
Make checks payable to: Burroughs Audubon Society
Mail to: Lori Lind, Treasurer ~ 624 N. Kent Street ~ Excelsior Springs, MO 64024

Burroughs Audubon is currently expanding its giving in the field of education,
including Audubon Adventures through its Library and Education Committees.
Your donations will help support us in these areas.
Your donation to Burroughs Audubon Society is tax deductable.
Burroughs Audubon Society is a 501(c)(3) organization.

From the President’s Nest
by Elizabeth Stoakes

Greetings! Fall migration is upon us once again and soon
our winter migrants will arrive – a wonderful season of the
year! It offers the chance to appreciate (too briefly) many
species that neither breed nor winter in the Midwest.
However, while we are enjoying these birds, we must also
stop to consider the many threats that can prevent them
from migrating successfully. For songbirds, these hazards
include predation of exhausted birds by domestic cats, lack
of suitable habitat to rest and feed, adverse weather, and
collisions with buildings and communications towers during
nighttime flights (most songbirds fly at night and rest and
feed during the day).
Some mortality during migration is inevitable, of course. But,
as bird populations dwindle in number, the loss of
individuals grows in importance, especially the loss of young
birds that ideally should contribute to next year’s
reproductive population. According to The Birdwatcher’s
Companion by Christopher Leahy (1982), approximately 50%
of young songbirds do not survive their first year. If we want
species to remain at viable levels, it is crucial to eliminate as
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many preventable causes of death to migrating birds as
possible. This is truly a situation in which “every little bit
helps”.
One of my goals during my tenure as your President is to
establish (or at least begin) a grassroots “migration safety
campaign” for our metropolitan area. The deleterious effects
of tall buildings can be mitigated by extinguishing the
unnecessary nighttime lighting that draws birds.
Communications tower lights cannot be totally eliminated,
but using different types of lighting, such as strobe lights, can
help birds avoid the towers. The first task will be to
enumerate how many such hazards exist in this area, and to
determine if there is any data addressing their effects on our
birds. Other cities, such as Toronto, have made great strides
in protecting birds—I hope KC can eventually do the same.
I encourage any interested persons to contact me regarding
this project. You can further educate yourself about hazards
to migrating birds by visiting the websites for American Bird
Conservancy, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, and FLAP
(Fatal Light Awareness Project). Until next time, brave the
weather, go outside and enjoy the birds!

A Burroughs Audubon
“Wish List”
The Burroughs Audubon Library and Nature Center has
been undergoing some deep cleaning, organization, and
additions. It has had its Grand Re-opening and will have a
Holiday Open House in December.
But, further
improvements will continue.
We are looking for the items below to be donated to the
Burroughs Audubon Library and Nature Center as we
continue to make improvements. If you are willing to
donate something from the list below, please contact the
Library Committee. All donations are tax deductable.
Carpet Runner (2.5’ x 9’)
3 – 24x36 Poster Frames
6 – 18x24 Poster Frames
1 – 12x30 Poster Frame
2 Podiums/Lecterns to display a Large Books
2 Dehumidifiers
2 Boot Scrapers with Bristles
2 Indoor / Outdoor Mats
Bird Songs/Bird ID Reference CDs and/or DVDs
Nature CDs or DVDs
Karen Smith, Library Committee Chair
krnds@aol.com
(816) 225-8757
Christine Kline, Library Committee
birdsecretary@comcast.net
(816) 540-3515

Audubon Calendars
Show your support to
Burroughs Audubon by
purchasing your Audubon
Calendar.
Don’t pay retail!
Your choice: $14.00
Choose from Wildflowers,
Nature, Green World, Audubon
Engagement, Birds of America,
or 365 Songbirds.
Orders must be received by
December 15, 2009.
To order contact:
Christine Kline
Fundraising Chair
Home/Office: (816) 540-3515
birdsecretary@comcast.net
Money will be collected at the time
of delivery. Because Burroughs
Audubon is a 501(c)(3)
Organization, there is no sales tax.
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Winter 2009/2010 Field Trips

Field trips are free to everyone, and all are welcome regardless of their birding expertise! Please contact the trip leader to see if
there are any last minute changes due to inclement weather. You may also visit www.burroughs.org and click on “Field Trips” for
changes or for field trips posted after this newsletter was complete. For all field trips, bring comfortable footwear for hiking,
binoculars, insect repellant, water, and energy snacks.

Christmas Bird Counts
December 14th to January 5th
Lake Jacomo with Jim and Ellen Zellmer
Friday, January 1st at 7:30 AM
Start out the year with a bang! We’ll meet in the parking lot of the Jackson County Parks and Recreation offices located at
Liggett and Woods Chapel Roads on the west side of the dam. (For more detailed directions visit www.burroughs.org.) We’ll
bird the lake areas and some trails in the morning and will continue into the afternoon for those who are interested after lunch
in Blue Springs.
Contact: Jim and Ellen Zellmer (816) 228-3955 or towhee@sbcglobal.net
Lawrence, Clinton Reservoir, and Perry Lake with Mark Land
Saturday, January 23rd at 7:30 AM
Join Mark as he takes us on a trip to Lawrence, Kansas in search of winter species. We’ll bird Clinton Reservoir and Perry
Lake for winter gulls, raptors, waterfowl, sparrows, shrikes, and finches. We may stop to warm up at a local lunch spot. Meet
at the Wendys at K-10 and Woodland Drive, or contact Mark for potential meeting spots in Lawrence. It’s recommended
that you contact Mark the day before for any changes due to inclement weather.
Contact: Mark Land (913) 381-4324 or kestrelland@aol.com
Blue River Parkway with Don Arney
Saturday, January 30th at 8:00 AM
We’ll meet at 128th Street and Blue Ridge Road at the Athletic Fields (just west of Blue River Road.) We’ll spend the morning
walking the trails along the Blue River. Contact: Don Arney (816) 931-8536 or sora@kc.rr.com
The Great Backyard Bird Counts
February 12th through February 15th
Siskins, Sparrows, and Crossbills?! with Shari Harden
Saturday, February 27th at 8:00 AM
Perhaps that’s false advertising but a dedicated birder NEVER gives up hope! Meet Shari at the Commuter Lot at Missouri
Highway 7 and I-70. (The Commuter Lot is located on the north side of Price Chopper and behind the Valvoline Store.) The
locations we’ll bird will be on the east side of the metro area and will be announced at a later date so tune to
www.burroughs.org for more information or just be pleasantly surprised Saturday morning when you join us!
Contact: Shari Harden (816) 289-2230 or kestrel277@comcast.net
Powell Gardens with Alan Branhagen
Sunday, February 28th at 9:00 AM
The entrance fee to Powell Gardens will be waived for Burroughs Audubon Members. We’ll meet Alan Branhagen, Director
of Horticulture for Powell Gardens and Burroughs Audubon Member, in the Visitor’s Center. We’ll hike the three mile
nature trail then warm up in the café afterwards for lunch. Maybe we will see another Audubon’s Warbler! (If you miss this
trip or truly enjoy it, Alan is leading guided hikes each month, promoted through Powell Gardens, for an additional fee.)
Contact: Alan Branhagen (816) 687-2600, ext. 241 or abranhagen@powellgardens.org

Saturday Bird Walks
Wild Bird Center

Burroughs Audubon
Nature Center and Library

Led by Mike Stoakes
4046 W. 83rd Street, Prairie Village, KS 66208
Questions call (913) 381-5633

7300 West Park Road ~ Blue Springs, Missouri
(Off Woods Chapel Road entrance to Lake Jacomo)
We’re now a great place to shop
for birding gifts for both children and adults!
“A Secret Garden” as seen
in the Blue Springs Examiner!

Join us on the 1st Saturday of each month and a day in
November as Mike Stoakes takes you on a free two to three
hour bird walk to help you identify birds in our own area!
Dress for the weather and meet us in the parking lot of the
Wild Bird Center at 8:00 AM where we’ll return afterwards.
December 5, 2009 ~ Indian Creek Streamway
January 2, 2010 ~ Fleming Park at Lake Jacomo
February 6, 2010 ~ Meadowmere Park at Longview Lake

Overland Park Arboretum
Bird Walks
These walks will continue on March 27, 2010.

New Hours
Tuesdays 12:30 to 4:30
Thursdays through Saturdays 10 to 5
Sundays 1 to 5
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Busted by the CACHE Police
by Shari Harden

You know it was a good birding trip when your data entry
into the CACHE is questioned; not once, but twice. Twelve
intrepid birders braved the cold October 11 to bird Van
Meter State Park and Grand Pass Conservation Area. Both
are North of Marshall, Missouri along the Missouri River.
The boardwalk area (pictured upper right) at Van Meter
State Park was full of woodpeckers and a variety of
sparrows. Many of us had our first of season looks at
Brown Creepers and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers.
At Grand Pass Conservation Area (pictured lower right) the
Sandhill Cranes played hide and seek with us in the tall grass,
but eventually everyone managed to catch a glimpse of
them. Unlike the Cranes, an American Golden Plover gave
us two chances to observe his field marks in full view of an
array of spotting scopes. Other highlights include Ibis, Bald
Eagles, Northern Harriers, Wood Ducks, Blue-winged and
Green-winged Teal, and several American Wigeon. As if the
brisk wind wasn’t enough, waves of hundreds of Blackbirds
reminded us winter is coming. Both areas are fantastic
havens for birds, and all agreed we need to return in the
spring.
Editor’s Note: For more information on CACHE/SPARKS visit
http://mobirds.org/CACHE/general info.asp.

Calling Bird Lovers
Our new hours are possible because gracious volunteers have
come forward to help us. We’re still looking for volunteers,
especially on Saturdays and Sundays. Please contact us to
volunteer one day a month or more.
Karen Smith, Library Committee Chair
krnds@aol.com or (816) 225-8757
Christine Kline, Library Committee
birdsecretary@comcast.net or (816) 540-3515

Burroughs Audubon
Holiday Open House
Friday, December 11th from 10 AM to 5 PM
Saturday, December 12th from 10 AM to 5 PM
Sunday, December 13th from 1 PM to 5 PM
Burroughs Audubon Nature Center and Library
7300 West Park Road ~ Blue Springs, MO

(Off Woods Chapel Road entrance to Lake Jacomo)
(Due to a Deer Hunt, use the Woods Chapel Entrance)

Holiday Open House Coupon
$1 OFF ANYTHING

BIRDS and Citizen SCIENCE
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Audubon’s Science Team focuses on involving people to find solutions to the challenges faced by
birds in the modern world. Why not take part in one of our Citizen Science activities? Citizen Science is a
way for you to connect with the natural world through fun activities that generate vital information for the
conservation of birds. We have activities to suit people of all levels of experience, expertise, and available
time.

110th Annual Christmas Bird Count
Tens of thousands of volunteers throughout the Americas
take part in an adventure that has become a family tradition
among generations. Families and students, birders and
scientists, armed with binoculars, bird guides and checklists
go out on an annual mission - often before dawn. For over
one hundred years, the desire to both make a difference and
to experience the beauty of nature has driven dedicated
people to leave the comfort of a warm house during the
Holiday season. For questions or to sign up in advance,
contact the Audubon Members listed for each bird count.
Kansas City Christmas Bird Count ~ December 27th
Mike Stoakes (816) 554-1956 or mstoakes@juno.com
Birders of all levels are invited to participate in the 110th
Christmas Bird Count. The KC count area is a 15-mile
diameter circle centered on Unity Village. Participation
involves a traveling count, typically on foot, but in some
areas by automobile. Feeder watching in the suburban
environs of Raytown and Lee's Summit is encouraged for
those area residents who may have trouble getting out. Are
you a new birder? Will this be your first Christmas Bird
Count? Don’t worry. We’ll place you with an experienced
counter! A fee of $5.00 per person 19 and older is
requested to help National Audubon cover the expense of
publishing count data. After the count, we’ll all meet at
Perkins Restaurant at Missouri Highways 50 & 291 North.

Squaw Creek NWR Bird Count ~ December 14th
Ron Bell (ext. 13) or Corey Kudrna (ext. 15)
(816) 442-5754 or Mark Robbins mrobbins@ku.edu
Meet at the refuge headquarters at 6:30 AM to receive team
assignments and territories. A quick lunch in town will offer a
quick break and a chance to discuss an afternoon strategy to
improve upon the morning counts.
Saint Joseph Christmas Bird Count ~ December 19th
Larry Lade gcrownkinglet@yahoo.com
An organization Meeting for the St. Joseph Christmas Bird
Count will be at Larry’s home at 2823 Sacramento Street in St.
Joseph at 7:00 PM on December 17, 2009. The “tally rally”
will begin at 5:30 PM at Bandana's Bar-B-Q at 4225 Frederick
Avenue in Saint Joseph.
Trimble Christmas Bird Count ~ December 26th
Kristi Mayo kristi@writebirds.com
Online registration: http://www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc
Teams and territories will be assigned prior to the day of the
count. “Owling” in pre-dawn hours is encouraged! After the
count, we’ll all meet at the Brick House Café & Pub in
downtown Smithville at 111 N. Bridge Street. A fee of $5.00
per person 19 and older can be paid in advance at the above
website to help National Audubon cover the expense of
publishing count data.

2010 Great Backyard Bird Count
Take a Mid-Winter Nature Break as we take part in the 13th
annual Great Backyard Bird Count from Friday, February 12th
through Monday, February 15th. Participants in this free event
will join tens of thousands of volunteers of all levels of
birding experience to count birds in their own backyards, local
parks, or wildlife refuges. Each checklist submitted by you –
our Citizen Scientists – helps researchers at the Cornell Lab or
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society learn more
about how the birds are doing. More importantly, it teaches
us how to protect them! Last year, more than 93,600
checklists were turned in creating the continent’s LARGEST
instantaneous snapshot of bird populations every recorded!
Anyone can take part. It doesn’t matter if you’re a novice
birder or an expert.

It doesn’t matter if you count birds for 15 minutes or as
long as you wish on one or more days of the event. If you
don’t want to bird from home and submit your count
online, you can join one of the local events below.
Burroughs Audubon Nature Center ~ Blue Springs
Saturday, February 13th 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Sunday, February 14th 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Mike Stoakes (816) 554-1956 or mstoakes@juno.com
Martha LaFite Thompson Nature Sanctuary ~ Liberty
Friday, February 12th 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday, February 13th 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
(816) 781-8598 or www.naturesanctuary.com

Editor’s Note: For more Christmas or Great Backyard Bird Counts throughout Missouri and Kansas, check with the local
Listserves at www.burroughs.org and click on the Listserves tab.
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Birds in Decline: What Can You Do?

14 of the top 20 common birds in decline should be familiar to you. These birds have had the greatest population declines
since 1967. (Yes, even the Common Grackle.) Participating in a Christmas Bird Count or a Great Backyard Bird Count can
help us learn about how to protect the habitat these birds need to survive! To learn more about what you can do to help, visit
http://stateofthebirds.audubon.org/cbid/whatYouCanDo.php.
Rank Species
No. 1
Northern Bobwhite ~ Declined by 82%

Where can I find it?
Found in grasslands mixed with shrubs or widely spaced trees

No. 3

Northern Pintail ~ Declined by 77%

Found in grassy uplands and untilled crop fields near shallow
seasonal and semi-permanent wetlands

No. 4
No. 6
No. 7
No. 9
No. 10
No. 11

Greater Scaup ~ Declined by 75%

Found along lakes and large ponds in large open tundra complexes

Eastern Meadowlark ~ Declined by 72% Found in grasslands and open savannas
Common Tern ~ Declined by 71%

Found near shore in oceans, lakes, and rivers

Field Sparrow ~ Declined by 68%

Found in abandoned fields with scattered shrubs and trees

Grasshopper Sparrow ~ Declined by 65% Found hiding in larger patches of grassland with few shrubs or trees
Snow Bunting ~ Declined by 64%

Found in winter by the ocean, lakes, and rivers shores, grassy
fields or roadsides

No. 13

Lark Sparrow ~ Declined by 63%

Found in grassy habitats with scattered trees or shrubs, including
sagebrush, park-like settings, and open deciduous savannas

No. 14

Common Grackle ~ Declined by 61%

Found in a variety of open habitats with trees, including urban areas
parks, riparian areas, and a variety of woody wetlands

No. 15
No. 17
No. 18

American Bittern ~ Declined by 59%

Found in freshwater wetlands with tall, emergent vegetation

Whip-poor-will ~ Declined by 57%

Found in dry, open woodlands with little underbrush

Horned Lark ~ Declined by 56%
Found in open, barren habitats
“All of the above habitats can be found at Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge. Squaw Creek has a total of 7, 350 acres
including 3,200 acres of wetlands, 1,560 acres of forest, 385 acres of croplands, and 2,135 acres of grasslands. Recent
restoration and management projects are improving these habitats. For example, in the prairies, approximately five acres
have been over-seeded with native wildflowers collected from the refuge this past year. One acre of the Loess Hills was
cleared of brush and 1,000 native wildflowers were planted near the outdoor classroom. The Refuge’s fire program has
burned 475 acres this past fall to provide more plant diversity for grassland nesting birds. Finally, this past summer, Eagle
Pool’s water level was drawn down to increase the cattail component which is very beneficial for the American Bittern and
other marsh birds. Managing, protecting, and preserving these habitats at Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge is vital for
the birds.”
- Corey Kudrna, Wildlife Refuge Specialist
Friends of Squaw Creek

Squaw Creek
Winter Calendar
December 5-6, 2009
Eagle Days
December 12-13, 2009
Disabled Deer Hunt
Refuge will remain open
December 14, 2009
Christmas Bird Count
January 2-3, 2009
Refuge closed Managed Deer Hunt

Sign up now to volunteer for Spring Migration!
March 13, 2010 to May 2, 2010
Contact: Vic Miles
vicmiles@juno.com or (816) 444-2459

Eagle Days 2010
Last year, Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge’s Eagle Days Celebration
brought 3,484 visitors to its headquarters and over 7,000 visitors to its 10-mile
auto tour route. This was the highest attendance since 1996! With 312 Bald
Eagles last December, 1.6 Million Snow Geese last January, a nesting pair of
Bald Eagles this past spring with two successful fledglings, and the recent
reports of a Juvenile Golden Eagle, this year is proving to be even greater!
Don’t let grand opportunities such as these pass you by.
Editor’s Note: For more information visit www.fws.gov/midwest/squawcreek

Bird Profile: Harris Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula) by Joann Garrett
Thomas Nuttall on an expedition westward across Missouri collected the first specimen of the Harris Sparrow on April 28,
1834 near Independence, Missouri. Mr. Nuttal named it “Mourning Finch” (Fringilla querula.) This charming bird was
discovered again by Maximilian, Prince of Wied, on a return trip from exploring the upper Missouri River on May 13, 1834 in
Nebraska. But, neither Nuttall nor Maximilian published his discovery of a new species for six to seven years. So on an
expedition on the Missouri River on May 4, 1843, John James Audubon, accompanied by his friend Edward Harris,
discovered an all black faced sparrow below the Black Snake Hills, near St. Joseph, Missouri. Harris shot the sparrow with a
black crown and throat and a pink bill. Audubon was convinced it was a new species and wrote in his journal: “I am truly
proud to name it Fringilla Harris, in honor of the best friend I have the world.” Audubon described the sparrow in the 1843
octavo edition of Birds of America. Thus, the Harris Sparrow, the only bird named in what is now the Kansas City area,
became the emblem of the Burroughs Nature Club founded in 1919 and now is the Burroughs Audubon Society.
The large (6½ to 7 inches) adult Harris Sparrows usually arrive in the Missouri and Kansas areas in mid-October. We find
the Harris Sparrow in tangles of brush and shrubbery along creeks, draws, edges of woods, and weedy roadsides. When their
natural food source of weed seeds is scarce or snow covered, the Harris Sparrows come to feeding stations often with Whitecrowed Sparrows. The Harris Sparrows make the leaves and seed hulls fly as they kick and scratch the ground to uncover
small seeds and grain. Unlike most wintering sparrows that dive into brush and bushes when alarmed, the Harris Sparrow
flies up to perch in a tree or shrub to survey the cause of alarm. When driving back roads with shrubs and brushy tangles, I
often hear the Harris Sparrow’s rather plaintive two-toned whistle which sounds to me like bee-deep, bee-deep, bee-deep. The
Harris Sparrows are easy to spish up for viewing.
In the spring, often around May 11th or 12th the Harris Sparrows will migrate to their
breeding grounds in Northern Canada from the eastern Mackenzie Delta to Hudson
Bay, south to the northeast area of Saskatchewan in Northern Manitoba.
Harris
Sparrows are in our area now! So drop by the Burroughs Audubon Library and
Nature Center and observe the birds in the feeding area and perhaps the Harris
Sparrow.

