FROM THE PRESIDENT’S NEST:
Question: What does NWR stand for?
If a proposed ‘light goose’ hunt happens as planned next year at Squaw
Creek, NWR could stand for “Nail ‘em With a Rifle.” For the past threequarters of a decade, its been well known among wildlife biologists,
naturalists, and birders that the unbridled Lesser Snow Goose population is
wreaking havoc on the tundra ecosystem where they breed. An abundance of
southerly winter forage and flocking locales created by human activity,
together with le ss hunting pressure and predation has led to a sizeable
population increase.
But in nature out-of-balance, one species’ road to success is often at the
expense of others. The goose’s population increase has had a negative impact
on species with which they share the fragile tundra. Over time, the Snow
Goose’s success will become its undoing, not to mention that of other
species. In an effort to hasten the rebalancing of nature, Congress has passed
legislation which aims (pun intended) to reduce Snow Goose numbers.
From a wildlife management standpoint, the intent is all well and good,
but other locales exist where hunting can, and should, take place besides the
protective confines of a wildlife refuge. After all, what is the purpose of a
refuge but a place where native wildlife can feed, rest, and seek haven from
hunting pressures? Waterfowl hunting of any one species on refuge property
will be disruptive to others, as well.
I urge you to contact Squaw Creek NWR manager, Mr. Ron Bell
(Ron_Bell@fws.gov), and ask that the management team reconsider the
proposed hunt. For more information on the light goose hunting plan, visit:
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/SquawCreek/
Send regular mail to: Attn: Mr. Ron Bell, Manager, Squaw Creek NWR,
P.O. Box 158, Mound City, MO 64470.
—Mike Stoakes, President
Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater Kansas City
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Membership” at the top of the form.
Your contribution helps Burroughs Audubon send Audubon Adventures to
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Nancy Reicher, 301 W. 48th Terrace, Kansas City, MO 64113. Burroughs is a
501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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